The Good Shepherd
“He calls his own sheep by name…
they do not recognize a stranger’s voice. ”
John 10:3 (NIV)

T

he biblical imagery of
our Saviour as a Shepherd is rich beyond
description. This metaphor
is also used of Jehovah in the
Old Testament. For example
Psalm 23:1 says, “The Lord is
my Shepherd…”. Jesus took
this title for Jehovah from the
Old Testament for Himself
and said He was the Shepherd
of His people.
Two of the many details in the
relationship between sheep
and the Shepherd are the matters of the Shepherd calling
His sheep by name and voice
recognition.

out until his entire flock was
by his side. Then the second
shepherd did the same. The
sheep only came when they
heard their own shepherd call.
When Jesus spoke about the
shepherd and the sheep He
was clearly describing a sight
the people all knew and understood. The shepherd does
know his sheep by name and
they will only respond when
they hear his distinctive voice.
When we use a person’s name
in conversation it is a good
tool for drawing close to the
person. If you see a casual
acquaintance and are able to
address them by name the
person has the sense that you
cared enough to keep their
name in your memory.

speaks to you from the Scriptures.
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) put
it so well in a hymn when he
wrote:
I love my Shepherd’s voice: His
watchful eye shall keep
My wand’ring soul among The
thousands of His sheep:
He feeds His flock, He calls
their names, His bosom bears
the tender lambs.

Is your heart not drawn toward this gentle and loving
Shepherd? Do you not know
that you may entrust your
entire life and safety to the
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